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National Biodiesel Board

1331 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 512
Washington, DC 20004
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www.biodiesel.org
May 13, 2008
The Honorable Collin Peterson


The Honorable Bob Goodlatte


Chairman





Ranking Member

U.S. House Committee on Agriculture

U.S. House Committee on Agriculture

Washington, DC  20515



Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable Tom Harkin



The Honorable Saxby Chambliss

Chairman





Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture

Washington, DC  20510



Washington, DC  20510

Dear Chairman Peterson, Chairman Harkin, Ranking Member Goodlatte and Ranking Member Chambliss:
I am writing on behalf of the National Biodiesel Board (NBB) in support of the conference agreement for H.R. 2419, the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008.

The NBB is the national trade association of the biodiesel industry and is the coordinating body for biodiesel research and development in the U.S.  Its membership is comprised of more than 150 biodiesel producers, state, national, and international feedstock and feedstock processor organizations, biodiesel suppliers, fuel marketers and distributors, and technology providers.
The biodiesel industry is pleased that H.R. 2419 reauthorizes the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) Bioenergy Program in a manner that allows all biodiesel producers to benefit from the program.  This important initiative will help encourage the expanded production and use of biodiesel in the U.S. by helping biodiesel producers offset rising feedstock costs.  Feedstock costs represent a significant component of the biodiesel industry’s production costs, and the Bioenergy Program will help biodiesel producers who are making clean-burning, renewable fuels meet America’s growing demand for energy.

NBB also appreciates that the conference agreement reauthorizes the Biodiesel Education Program.   This program supports essential fuel quality initiatives and increases acceptance of biodiesel by engine and equipment manufacturers, petroleum partners, users, and the general public.

H.R. 2419, the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 will help encourage the expanded production and use of biodiesel, an objective that is consistent with sound energy, environmental and rural development policy.  The 500 million gallons of biodiesel produced in the U.S. in 2007 displaced 20 million barrels of petroleum, and continued growth of production and use of biodiesel will further displace foreign oil.  Biodiesel is an environmentally safe fuel, and is the most viable transportation fuel when measuring its carbon footprint, life cycle and energy 
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balance.  USDA lifecycle analysis shows biodiesel yields a 78% reduction in lifecycle carbon dioxide emissions.  In 2007 alone, biodiesel’s contribution to reducing greenhouse gas emissions was equal to removing 700,000 passenger vehicles from America’s roadways.   The U.S. biodiesel industry is also creating jobs and economic opportunity in rural America.  In 2007 alone, the biodiesel production contributed over $4.1 billion to the nation’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and supported 21,803 jobs.

On behalf of the U.S. biodiesel industry, we applaud the leadership you have shown in crafting a Farm Bill that addresses the needs of rural America and will promote the benefits associated with the increased production and use of biodiesel.

Sincerely,
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Chief Executive Officer 

National Biodiesel Board
Cc:

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House

The Honorable John Boehner, Minority Leader

